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towns to act with spirit. These were stirring incentives
to patriotic effort, to throw off the Spanish yoke, to
save their wives and children from the tyrant by the
help of Almighty God, and not to forget that it is
impossible for him to bring troops to their aid, unless
he is enabled to pay and supply them. He was still in
Germany, concerting with his brothers and the French
Husruenots a combined attack on Alva from the Ehine
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and the Meuse. He could not foresee how utterly all
these armies on land were destined to fail. Nor could
he quite foresee all that was destined to be achieved by
the scanty fleets on the sea-board. The islands of
Voorn and Walcheren together commanded the estuaries
of the Ehine, the "Waal, the Meuse, and the Scheldt.
"Flushing will become another La Eochelle in the
hands of the rebels," wrote one of his ablest captains
to Alva. In truth, Zeeland became the pou st6 whence
the Holland mariners were to find sea-captains whom
Alva could not match, and squadrons which his veterans
could not reach, where refugees and comrades could
join them from England and from the coast of France,
whence invincible fleets were to issue to drain the very
life-blood of Spain, and ultimately to snatch from them
their Indian Empire.

When the Prince, after the disasters of 1569, with-
drew from France to Germany, Louis of Nassau remained
as the right arm of Coligny, his chivalry, energy, and
personal fascination making him a leading spirit in the
Huguenot cause. Now occurred one of those perpetual
changes of front characteristic of this age of Machia-
vellian intrigue, balance, and counterpoise. Seeing the
Huguenots prostrate before the Catholics, it occurred to